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Looking for waste, fraud, and abuse? Start with Texas Republicans’
unconstitutional, racially gerrymandered redistricting map.

July 31, 2025 | A statement from Bell County Texas Democratic Women

Yesterday, instead of taking any meaningful action on flood response, Texas Republicans laid out
their plan to steal Texans’ right to fairly elect their own government representatives. Bell County is
one of many communities across the state positioned directly on the chopping block. And it’s only

happening because Donald Trump demanded that Gov. Abbott find a way to hand him five new
GOP seats. The President knows there’s no way for him to win without cheating.

Rather than common-sense districts where nextdoor neighbors share a representative, the new
map proposes district lines that slash right through close-knit communities. This plan splits
Temple in half and severely disrupts representation in Bell County.

Rather than analyzing population distributions and ensuring fair representation for Black and
brown communities, the Republican map deliberately targets them for destruction. Their
playbook is to ensure that those communities (often literal neighbors) are split into many different
pieces, then diluted into powerlessness. Fragments of communities are stuffed into far-flung
districts that stretch hundreds of miles away — districts whose representatives will have no
incentive to prioritize their needs as constituents. Here in Bell County, the new map strategically
splits voting coalitions in Killeen from those in Temple, particularly communities of color.

Rather than holding a fair and legal process, Republicans are charging ahead with minimal
opportunity for public input. They’re doing it well outside of the standard timeline. And they’re
doing it while the courts haven’t even ruled on whether their maps from just three years ago are
legal.

In fact, at the very same moment that Republicans such as Texas A.G. Ken Paxton are busy arguing
that the redistricting process in 2021 was perfect and race-neutral — definitely not racial
gerrymandering, Republicans in the White House and DOJ are justifying the immediate redrawing
of district maps by claiming the 2021 maps really were racially gerrymandered. Which is it?

This entire project is morally wrong. It’s illegal. It’s un-American.

But we know justice is on our side. We’re organizing, we’re calling, we’re protesting, we’re showing
up to testify, and we’re inviting everyone in Bell County who cares about democracy to join usin
this fight.


https://www.texastribune.org/2025/07/30/texas-redistricting-congressional-maps-house-republicans/
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/07/30/texas-redistricting-congressional-maps-house-republicans/
https://dvr.capitol.texas.gov/Congress/73/PLANC2308
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Media contact: Robin Peeples | bctdwmedia@gmail.com

Bell County Texas Democratic Women (BCTDW) is the local chapter of Texas Democratic Women,
the official women’s caucus of the Texas Democratic Party. Founded in 1996, BCTDW has more
than 100 current members working to help shape a more inclusive and representative democracy.
Our mission is to increase the political activity and influence of Democratic women in Texas by
supporting candidates, fostering community engagement, and advocating for policies that reflect

our values.
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